
Purpose
To learn how disciplinary punishments for juvenile 
offenders are perceived by police officers. 
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Participants 
The sample included 3 female officers and 2 
males. 3 officers served 40 years as law 
enforcement while 2 served 25 years. The 
ages of the participants ranged from 40-60 
years of age.

Results 
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Procedure
One on one interviews were conducted in person and via 
telephone. The interview lasted for an hour. The session was 
recorded via tape recorder. During the interview 
participants were asked questions regarding the topic of 
juvenile crime.

Research Question 
Q:What are the perceptions of police officers about the 
disciplinary punishments for juvenile offenders?

Essence of Findings: Perceptions related to juvenile crime 
varied based on the logic behind the crimes committed. The 
participants responses revealed that the aid of other resources 
such as BBBS programs reduced the rate of recidivism rather 
than imprisonment.  

Background
Over recent years, juvenile crime has vastly 
multiplied. To overcome this pivotal, a popular 
solution to rigidify laws relating to juvenile justice 
was implemented without taking into 
consideration the factors at risk. The study is 
being done in hopes of finding better solutions to 
improve the juvenile justice systems regarding 
discipling of juvenile offenders to reduce crime 
recidivism rates.

Interview 
Questions  

-according to your definition, what is a juvenile offender? 
 

-in your experience, what are the most common juvenile 
crimes committed? 

 
-can you describe situations in which offenders should be 

tried as adults? 
 

-can you describe situations in which offenders should not 
be tried as adults? 

 

-what are your feelings about incarceration in general? 
 

- what are other options to incarceration? 
 

- can you describe a specific incident you have 
encountered with a juvenile offender? 

 
-if you were in a position where you had all possible 

resources available, what would you change regarding 
juvenile offenders? 

 
-in your opinion, what can the 

government/society/families do to reduce juvenile 
offending? 
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