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ABSTRACT

Several studies have found that Vietnamese Americans display Republican voting patterns in U.S. elections compared
to Democratic voting patterns found in other Asian American ethnic groups. The literature in the field speculated that
these voting patterns can be explained by cultural beliefs attained from the Vietnam War and disdain for communism
and China. Other research has explored the prevalence of ethnic media usage in the Vietnamese American community.
This study aimed to explore the role of ethnic media usage on Vietnamese American immigrant voting patterns. To
investigate this phenomenon, semi-structured qualitative interviews were conducted with six Vietnamese American
immigrants ranging from the ages of 30 to 54. The collected data was analyzed by coding for themes (thematic anal-
ysis). Analysis of the interview responses demonstrated that ethnic media usage has a significant impact on voting
patterns and political beliefs. The findings of this research indicate that Vietnamese Americans sought out ethnic
media that would specifically cater to their pre-existing beliefs, solidifying their political views, and ultimately leading
them to vote a certain way. With this understanding, future election campaigns should focus their efforts online
through ethnic media outlets to better interact with the Vietnamese community. Further research is needed to explore
this phenomenon in other ethnic groups and to ascertain the importance of ethnic media to immigrant populations.

Introduction

The Vietnamese Diaspora is largely concentrated in the United States due to circumstances surrounding the Vietnam
War and Vietnamese refugees seeking asylum in the United States. Diaspora is a term used to describe any group of
people who have dispersed outside of their homeland and are currently residing elsewhere. There are approximately
2 million Vietnamese immigrants currently residing in the United States. This immigrant population has doubled every
decade between 1980 and 2000, with an increase of 26% since then. The United States is the top immigration desti-
nation for Vietnamese people, due to plentiful economic opportunities and guaranteed civil liberties, followed by
Australia, Canada, and France (Alperin and Batalova 2018). Vietnamese Americans reside in all fifty U.S. states, but
according to the 2010 U.S. Census Report, the most concentrated populations live in California, Texas, Washington,
Florida, Virginia, and Georgia (Nguyen 2011).

The first wave of Vietnamese immigrants to the United States in the 1970s was conservative due to their
views from escaping the Communist Regime of North Vietnam during the Vietnam War. Many of these immigrants,
who are above the age of 50, have remained loyal conservatives to this day. These voters initially aligned themselves
with the Republican party because of its conservative views and supported Ronald Reagan due to his staunch stance
on communism (Vu 2020). The Vietnamese American voter bloc is still largely in support of the Grand Old Party
(GOP) as most Vietnamese Americans support President Donald Trump: 64% reported approving, 32% reported dis-
proving, and 2% reported not knowing (AAPI Data and APIA Vote 2018). This survey by the Asian American Pacific
Islander Data Institute also noted that Vietnamese Americans were the only Asian American subgroup to display
majority Republican support in contrast to Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Filipino, and Indian Americans.
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Even with this major schism in the Asian community, the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) voting
bloc is often referred to as a monolithic entity in U.S. media. A monolithic entity refers to a demographic that is often
considered as one consolidated group of people. This is troublesome because Asian Americans consist of numerous
different ethnicities that come from diverse cultural and historical backgrounds. The concept of pan-ethnicization of
Asians in America ignores the inherent variances between each ethnic group such as religion, socio-economic status,
culture, language, native home regimes, level of English fluency, etc. (Huang 2017). Pan-ethnicity is a newly coined
expression used to group similar ethnicities together based on perceived similarities. Therefore, many Asian Ameri-
cans are usually lumped together in politics, culture, and identity when usually, different ethnic groups have their own
defining and dividing characteristics. Not all Asian Americans are majority Democratic as seen with Vietnamese
Americans.

Unlike other Asian ethnic groups (Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, Filipino, and Indians), Vietnamese Americans

demonstrate a strong affiliation with the GOP and Donald Trump rather than being democratic voters (AAPI Data and
APIA Vote 2018). Certain ethnic groups such as Vietnamese Americans, need to be studied more in-depth and need
to be recognized as separate entities due to their immense differences. Generalizing about these groups and further
perpetuating a monolithic identity would just be inaccurate.
Vietnamese Americans have historically supported the Republican Party but the reasons why these voting patterns are
still being perpetuated in the newest election cycle needs to be explored further through the lens of ethnic media
consumption. Numerous sources have postulated that a cause for these voting patterns is existing cultural beliefs. With
the emergence of ethnic media usage, the role of ethnic media might have changing dynamics on this community and
their political beliefs.

The scope of this research was managed by targeting Vietnamese American immigrants in Southern Mary-
land due to the availability of this community to the researcher. Vietnamese Americans across the United States stay
connected through their social groups and social media. It cannot be said that all these people share the same view-
points, but this community is very tight knit. Even among the community, there are widespread differences such as
upbringing in the United States versus Vietnam. Those inherent cultural and societal differences can have an impact
on political views especially in comparison with those who have strong national pride towards Vietnam and disdain
for China. The focus of this research project is on Vietnamese Immigrants to have a collective understanding of the
research participants.

Literature Review

The AAPI population is the fastest-growing demographic group in the United States including those who are Viet-
namese Americans (Nakanishi 2001, AAPI Data and APIA Vote 2018, Yam 2020). The Asian American electorate
has grown 130% in the past 20 years, and this can have many implications in future elections (Yam 2020). With
consistent population growth, increased voter registration, and turnout, the Asian American demographic is becoming
a formidable force in elections. Having reliable data and knowledge of these groups is crucial to electoral predictions
and campaigning strategies. Many Vietnamese immigrants become U.S. Citizens (naturalized) every year and with
that comes their right to vote in any U.S. election. These Vietnamese American voters often reside in battleground
states where their vote could have a significant impact depending on close margins (Vu 2020, Huang 2017, Satzewich
2020, Kandil 2018).

One speculation behind Vietnamese American voting patterns is due to cultural beliefs. The Vietnamese
American community is bonded in their mutual dislike of communism and many of these voters admire President
Donald Trump for the anti-China rhetoric used in his speeches. Historically, there has always been a great dislike of
China within Vietnamese populations, but their relations have gotten worse since the Cold War and Vietnam War.
There is a connection between the Vietnam War struggle and China’s colonization of Vietnam. Therefore, many Vi-
etnamese Americans display strong hatred towards China or choose to continue perpetuating the Vietnam-China
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rivalry. Voting in U.S elections based on homeland political struggles has been given a new name: “Diaspora politics”
(Satzewich 2020). Researcher Victor Satzewich from McMaster University says that “the Vietnamese diaspora, par-
ticularly those who were part of the first wave of immigration to the United States, may believe that Trump’s China
policies serve their interests in the homeland. But focusing on this issue alone means they ignore other aspects of the

president’s domestic and foreign policy agendas” (Satzewich 2020).

The study titled “Ethnic Media in America: Hidden Giant in Plain Sight” is the dominant source in the field
of ethnic media in the United States. Ethnic media is a term used to describe media that is created for a specific ethnic
group usually written in their native language. This study was conducted in 2005, after the emergence and advance-
ments of many ethnic media outlets to mainstream media. It was the first study of its kind to collect data on ethnic
media usage among Ethnic Americans. The major findings of this study include that 13 percent of the American adult
population (29 million people) prefer ethnic media to mainstream media. Of this statistic, a fourth of Asian Americans
report preferring Ethnic media to its mainstream counterparts. More than half of all Vietnamese adults read an ethnic
newspaper on a regular basis (Center for American Progress 2005). With such strong statistics about the ethnic media
usage in the Asian American community, specifically the Vietnamese American subgroup, there might be a direct
relationship between ethnic media usage and that group’s political beliefs.

Numerous articles have been released highlighting how ethnic (social) media influences Vietnamese Amer-
ican political beliefs. Such as in Terry Nguyen’s article for Vox News titled “Support for Trump Is Tearing Apart
Vietnamese American Families." The writer briefly mentions that the media consumption of Vietnamese parents is
heavily reliant on ethnic media such as BBC Vietnam and Voice of America Tiéng Viét. There is a strong possibility
that ethnic media has a considerable influence on the Vietnamese American community, specifically, on their political
beliefs that have yet to be thoroughly explored. The consumption of available media is one of the main agents of
political socialization, supporting a relationship between ethnic media and political beliefs.

There are trends in the decline of support of the Republican Party among younger Vietnamese voters. One

speculation behind this trend is that younger voters are typically less concerned with Cold War politics and are more
interested in domestic policies and issues. Older working-class Vietnamese voters still display overwhelming support
of the Republican party (Vu 2020). Younger Vietnamese voters are typically those who were born and raised in the
United States, creating an entirely different political identity for these voters. The generational, educational, and cul-
tural differences between young people and their older counterparts typically manifest into different political ideolo-
gies and identities. It is no surprise that young Vietnamese voters are typically more democratic which aligns with
general voting patterns in the United States (Younger people are more likely to vote democratic in the U.S.).
The literature I have reviewed is all in discussion with one another in numerous ways, mostly concerning the cultural
influences on Vietnamese American political beliefs and the emergence of ethnic media usage in this community.
These commonalities are all possible identifying factors to why Vietnamese Americans are more likely to vote Re-
publican, however, these voting patterns need to be further explored to find the connection between current ethnic
media usage and how it influences political beliefs. This research project explored the question of: “To what extent
are Vietnamese American Voting Patterns influenced by ethnic media online?”

Methodology

This research project, aimed at fully understanding the relationship between ethnic media usage and Vietnamese
American Immigrant voting patterns, was conducted with the research approaches of phenomenology and case study
research. Phenomenology is a research method used to identify certain phenomena and how it is perceived by those
sharing a common experience. “Case studies are in-depth investigations of a single person, group, event, or commu-
nity” (McLeod 2019). Case studies are typically used in the social sciences, such as political science, as it is appropri-
ate when examining a real-life phenomenon/process in greater depth. Understanding how groups of people interact in
their environment (a non-native country) and analyzing their political activity and behavior is directly connected to
the study of political science. For this study, the identified phenomenon is that Vietnamese Americans are more likely
to vote Republican than any other Asian American ethnic group.

To effectively answer my question, I had to generate qualitative data. Qualitative data is meant for phenom-
ena that cannot be strictly represented with numerical values but instead with descriptive values. Using a combination
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of phenomenology and case study research, I gained a holistic view of the phenomenon and generated generalizable
results allowing for research replication.

The research collection process first began by receiving approval from the Institutional Review Board (IRB)
allowing me to conduct my research. I conducted semi-structured qualitative interviews with six Vietnamese immi-
grants. Semi-structured interviews are preferred when using a phenomenological and case study approach because it
allows flexibility in responses but still covers the same areas of data collection (Noor 2008).

For the interviews, I asked each participant the same set of definitive questions. The use of definitive ques-
tions allowed for anecdotal responses without any pretense of guided answers.

Each interview was allotted a maximum time limit of one hour to ensure each participant was given a fair
amount of time. Within this time frame, each participant was asked the same eleven questions. The first five questions
were simple identification questions used to guarantee that the participants met the sampling criteria. The last six
questions were written in a way that would prompt anecdotal responses and explore the participant’s political identity.
Below is a table containing the interview questions used in the semi-structured qualitative interviews.

Table 1. Semi-Structured Qualitative Interview Questions

How old are you?

Are you a naturalized U.S. citizen?

How long have you resided in the United States?

At what age did you leave Vietnam?

Do you live in Maryland? If so, which county?

Describe your ethnic media usage. How often do you use it? Do you prefer social media or proper news outlets?

Where do you primarily get your political news or information from?

Who did you vote for in the 2020 Presidential Election? How did you vote in previous presidential elections, please
describe all instances in which you have voted prior?

What political issues do you find of most concern/are most important to you?

Describe how you have developed your political identity/affiliation. What has influenced you the most in this 2020
election cycle?

What political party are you registered to vote for? Describe your understanding of the two major U.S. Political

Parties (Democrats and Republicans).

(See Appendix 1 for the interview questions in Vietnamese)

Using purposive sampling, I selected participants for my study based on IRB-approved requirements that
would generate relevant data to answer the research question. Khairul Noor says that purposive sampling is a great
sampling strategy as the researcher produces a sample that is assumed to be representative of the population due to
prior investigation and logic. With this in mind, I created the sampling criteria and sought out individuals that met this
criterion.

This study’s participation requirements are as follows: a naturalized U.S. citizen of Vietnamese descent (a
Vietnamese Immigrant) residing in Southern Maryland and is 30 or older with no basis on gender. The sampling
criteria allowed me to identify participants whose experiences were relevant to the study and pertained to the phenom-
ena.

I recruited participants for my research through familial contacts. I heavily relied on a female Vietnamese
Immigrant who was well connected with other Vietnamese immigrants in the Southern Maryland community. I met
with individual participants at their homes and their places of work and conducted face-to-face interviews within the
Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines to ensure safety between myself and the participants, as the COVID-19
Pandemic was still ongoing during my data collection process. Potential participants were given an Informed Consent
Form in person and those who agreed to the terms were then interviewed.
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Some of the participants that were recruited were not fluent in English, and as a result, these interviews were
conducted in Vietnamese and partially in English. I gave each of the participants a copy of the questions in Vietnamese
and English and used my proficiency as a Vietnamese speaker to transcribe the responses to the best of my ability and
to ensure that the responses were communicated as intended. The interviews were recorded on a cellular device using
the Voice Memos application and then were later transcribed into a document. None of the participants’ names were
recorded in order to ensure anonymity and confidentiality.

This study paired an interpretivist research paradigm with thematic analysis to fully analyze and understand
the collected data. I examined the interview data through an interpretivist research paradigm, the idea that there is not
a single truth but different interpreted meanings. This qualitative method focuses on the why and how of a certain
phenomenon instead of the what, where, and when. This is also better suited for smaller, focused sample populations
instead of larger sample populations (Nichols et al 2019).

The interpretivist research paradigm is characterized through observation and interpretation. Observation is
simply defined as collecting information. For my research, this was accomplished through interviewing participants
and recording their responses. Interpretation is simply defined as giving meaning to information by creating patterns
and possible inferences from the data. Patterns were created by initially identifying what themes were found through-
out the participant’s responses. These themes were then further examined by finding similarities between the partici-
pants’ responses. | inferred more about the participants’ backgrounds and answers by connecting similar responses.
Additional patterns were created by the frequency of topics and themes found in the interview data. Common ideas
that were expressed numerous times throughout each of the individual participants’ responses were connected back to
the existing literature in the field. For example, the topic of China came up several times in the interviews. The high
frequency of these types of responses made sense due to the established cultural knowledge of this ethnic group. This
paradigm is meant to expand the understanding of the research group by exploring the experiences of the individuals.
There is an emphasis on exploring the subjective viewpoint rather than an objective viewpoint even existing.

For thematic analysis, I identified central themes from the participants’ responses by first establishing con-
cepts. These concepts were created prior to examining the participant’s responses. They were created based on the
topic areas that were covered by the interview questions. Themes were then created by examining the participant’s
responses and summarizing the main ideas of the interview data. Similar to the interpretivist research paradigm, I
created patterns by examining the frequency of themes and data points. I then connected them to the established
phenomena to better define the connection between ethnic media usage and Vietnamese American Immigrant voting
patterns.

Results

The questions asked in the semi-structured qualitative interview were structured around three main concepts: (1) Vi-
etnamese American Immigrants’ political identity through political socialization of media, (2) Vietnamese American
Immigrants’ perception of current political affairs, (3) and the cultural impact of being Vietnamese American on
political views. From these concepts, three main themes were identified from the interview responses. These identified
themes and their explanations are listed in the table below.

Table 2. Identified Themes and Explanations

Theme Explanation

1. Vietnamese American Immigrants’ rela- | Relates to the usage and prevalence of ethnic media within the daily
tionship with ethnic media and other media | lives of Vietnamese Immigrants. Includes other news sources that Vi-
sources etnamese Immigrants consume that are not necessarily for Viet-spe-
cific audiences.
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2. Vietnamese

cial community

shared beliefs within an ethnic cluster/so-

American Immigrants’ | Relates to the influence of living in a social community and the shared

community.

beliefs of those who participate together socially. Pertains to how in-
formation is shared and what is being shared between members of the

3. Vietnamese

identification of politically related subjects

American Immigrants’ | Relates to the identification and acknowledgment of current political

issues in the United States and how they view these issues. Includes
how Vietnamese Immigrants perceive different political parties.

Each of these themes can be identified among all the interview responses but this does not necessarily mean that all

three can be found in each individual response. In the following table, Table 3, there is a summary of each participant’s

responses to the interview, including the theme(s) that were identified in their responses.

Table 3. Summary of Semi-Structured Qualitative Interviews and Identified Theme(s)

Participant

Summary of Interview

Identified
Theme(s)

Participant 1

The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for
almost 30 years, and is currently living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. The
participant is 48 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 12. Participant prefers
watching American news outlets and media sources such as CNN, Fox News,
MSNBC, NBC, and other internet outlets. He rarely engages with ethnic media
but describes his media usage as frequent, every day for about 1 to 2 hours. He
is a lifetime registered Republican, voting for Republican Presidential Candi-
dates such as Bush, McCain, Romney, and Trump. His issues of most concern
are the economy and illegal immigration. He states that watching the news and
the current state of the economy has influenced him the most during the 2020
Presidential Election Cycle. He described Republicans as caring more for the
country and economy while Democrats were bringing in too many illegal immi-
grants; the participant was not entirely too confident in describing the difference
between the political parties.

1,3

Participant 2

The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for
almost 28 years, and is currently living in Charles County, Maryland. The par-
ticipant is 54 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 25. The participant watches
both ethnic media and American news outlets and does not have a preference
over the other. She describes her ethnic media usage as very frequent, every day
for about 3 to 4 hours. She primarily gets her political information from Viet-
namese conservative YouTubers. Participant states that she discusses her beliefs
with her friends, families, and co-workers very often online and in person. She
is a lifetime registered Republican, voting for Republican Presidential Candi-
dates such as Bush, McCain, Romney, and Trump. She states that watching the
news and the prevalence of fake news has influenced her the most during the

1,2,3
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2020 Presidential Election Cycle, especially influencing her to see issues in a
different light. Her issues of most concern were the economy, China and pre-
venting the spread of Communism, and maintaining American dominance
through the military. She described Republicans as honest and having the peo-
ple’s interest in mind while Democrats are corrupt and controversial in instances
such as Hillary’s emails and Benghazi. She also describes Democratic leader-
ship as not strong enough to hold up against foreign powers such as North Korea
and China. Participant likes that Republicans are considered traditional and old-
fashioned.

Participant 3 The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for | 1, 2, 3
almost 16 years, and is currently living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. The
participant is 45 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 29. The participant
rarely watches the news in her free time but gets most of her information through
word of mouth from family, friends, and co-workers. She states that these people
primarily get their information from ethnic media sources online. However, she
does obtain some political information from the Internet, Facebook, and
YouTube. The participant has voted once in their lifetime, voting for Trump in
the 2020 U.S. Presidential Election. Her issues of most concerns were the econ-
omy, preventing the spread of Communism, and China. She does not have a
strong political identity but says that she was most influenced by her community
and those in her social circle. The participant could not identify the differences
between the two major U.S. Political Parties but could identify the candidates
from each party; she favors the Republican Party because Donald Trump is a
Republican. She is not registered for any political party.

Participant 4 The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for | 1, 2, 3
almost 17 years, and is currently living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. The
participant is 39 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 23. The participant
mostly consumes ethnic media. She describes her ethnic media usage as very
frequent, every day for about 1 to 2 hours. She primarily receives her political
information from Facebook and Vietnamese conservative YouTubers. She fre-
quently discusses politics with her family, friends, and co-workers whom she
shares many of her views. The participant has voted once in their lifetime, voting
for Trump in the 2020 U.S. Presidential Election. Her issues of most concern
were the economy, increasing legal immigration, healthcare, preventing the
spread of Communism, and China. The participant says that she mostly voted
for Trump based on his anti-China stances and because of her strong dislike for
China on Vietnam’s behalf. She is a registered Republican. She described Re-
publicans as caring for the economy and small businesses; Democrats care for
disenfranchised groups and lower-income people but since she is a small busi-
ness owner, she prefers paying fewer taxes. The participant said that she did not
know much about the difference between the two parties other than what she
already stated.

Participant 5 The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for | 1, 2, 3
almost 18 years, and is currently living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. The
participant is 38 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 20. The participant
prefers ethnic media; describes ethnic media usage as very frequent, every day
for about 2 to 3 hours. He primarily receives his political information from
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YouTube, Fox News, Vietnam Express-News, and other Vietnamese online
newspapers. The participant has voted once in their lifetime, voting for Trump
in the 2020 U.S. Presidential Election. His issues of most concern were the econ-
omy, the COVID-19 Pandemic, preventing the spread of Communism, and
China. He states that watching the news and the state of the country due to
COVID-19 has influenced him the most during the 2020 Presidential Election
Cycle. He is a registered Republican. The participant described Republicans as
patriotic using the “America First” rhetoric used by Donald Trump. He believes
that Trump/Republican policies are good for the United States while Democratic
policies are a detriment because they cater to foreign powers.

Participant 6 The participant is currently a naturalized U.S. citizen, has resided in the U.S. for | 1, 2, 3
almost 15 years, and is currently living in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. The
participant is 30 years old and left Vietnam at the age of 15. The participant
watches both ethnic media and American news outlets and does not have a pref-
erence over the other. She describes her ethnic media usage as very frequent,
every day for about 2 to 3 hours. She primarily receives her political information
from YouTube, Fox News, CNN, ABC News, Yahoo News, and Facebook. The
participant has voted once in their lifetime, voting for Trump in the 2020 U.S.
Presidential Election. Her issues of most concern were the economy, the War
on Terror (Iraq War), preventing the spread of Communism, and China. She
states that she is an independent voter that votes based on whatever policies she
likes better. The participant describes Republicans as the party that boosts the
economy and creates more jobs. She believes that Republicans encourage peo-
ple to “pull themselves up by the boot-straps" while Democrats promote social
programs such as EBT and Welfare which encourages people to be lazier.

The contents of Table 3 summarize each of the interviews into the main ideas and takeaways from the par-
ticipant’s responses to the questions. All but one of the participants’ responses displayed all three themes indicating
that none of the interview data was that drastically different from one another. By identifying these three themes after
assessing the data, I was able to find a connection between ethnic media usage, a sense of cultural community, per-
ception of politics based on shared cultural beliefs, and Vietnamese American voting patterns.

Analysis

Theme 1: Vietnamese American Immigrants’ Relationship with Ethnic Media and Other

The basis of my research project was to identify the political influence that ethnic media had on Vietnamese
Americans; Theme 1, as described in Table 2, succinctly expresses what I was exploring in my research. The relation-
ship between ethnic media and Vietnamese Americans’ political views was largely unexplored by previous research
in the field. However, there was a lot of data to suggest reasoning for Vietnamese American’s Republican voting
patterns such as cultural beliefs. My research was aimed to further explore the phenomenon solely through the focus
of ethnic media.

Of the six interviews, all six participants’ responses included information relating to Theme 1. Four out of
the six interviewees described their ethnic media usage as frequent and the average amount of media time for all the
participants based on the median is 2 to 3 hours.
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One of the interviewees, Participant 3 from Table 3, did not consume ethnic media directly but said that she
received most of her political information from her family, friends, and co-workers; She specifically states that these
people get their information from ethnic media. This indirect relationship between ethnic media usage and this partic-
ipant still manifests itself in her life to influence her political decisions.

Participant 1 from Table 3 was the outlier of the group and was the only person to not have some ethnic
media influence; he was the only person who primarily consumed American news outlets. Nonetheless, he still voted
the same way as the rest of the group, and this could be due to his cultural beliefs that are also aligned with the rest of
the interviewees. This participant was the only person to have conducted his entire interview in English, suggesting
that there are other fundamental differences between him and the rest of the interviewees. He does not have to rely on
ethnic media, due to fluency in English, to understand the current state of affairs. These findings do suggest that ethnic
media has a considerable influence on Vietnamese American voting patterns due to the strong connection between
frequent usage and voting Republican.

Theme 2: Shared Beliefs Within an Ethnic Cluster/Social Community

Theme 2, as described in Table 2, focuses directly on the influence of living in a social community and the shared
beliefs of those who participate together socially and culturally. The correlation between Vietnamese cultural beliefs
and voting patterns was identified and established in prior research in the field. However, these beliefs were not ex-
plored through the focus of ethnic media and whether ethnic media upheld these beliefs.

Of the six interviews, five out of the six participants’ responses included information relating to Theme 2. Five out of
the six participants were able to attribute aspects of their political socialization to cultural beliefs/upbringing and other
institutions such as friends and families, excluding media as this was discussed in the previous theme. Participant 1
from Table 2 was the only participant to not have Theme 2 show up in his data set. As stated earlier, Participant 1 was
the only person to conduct his interview in English as he was fully proficient in the language, suggesting that there
might be some form of cultural detachment towards those who are more Americanized, a term used to describe the
level of American cultural assimilation. The other five participants all displayed strong ethnic media usage and ex-
pressed similar thoughts/beliefs during their interviews.

All six of the participants expressed very strongly that their issues of most concern included the economy, not only
that, but all the participants described it as their top issue. This belief can be commonly found in immigrant populations
because most immigrants seek new lives to better their financial situations and to find better employment. It can be
presumed that the interviewees obtain information pertaining to the U.S. economy through their media of choice, such
as ethnic media.

Five out of the six participants identified China or the prevention of the spread of Communism as one of their
key issues of concern. The understanding of Vietnamese Americans’ dislike of China and communism was established
previously in the literature review by current information in this field. My research further upholds this understanding
and strengthens the already-established relationship between Vietnamese Americans and voting based on home-land
interests or “Diaspora politics.”

Three out of the six participants which represent half of the sampling population explicitly described that
their family, friends, and co-workers had a considerable influence on their beliefs. Existing in a cultural bubble that
regularly interacts with one another can have a significant impact on things such as political views. This environment
shuts out opposing viewpoints because people only interact and encounter others with similar beliefs, successfully
creating an echo chamber. This term is often used in news media to refer to situations where existing beliefs thrive in
a closed system.

ISSN: 2167-1907 www.JSR.org 9



HIGH SCHOOL EDITION

@ Journal of Student Rescarch

AP Research (2021)

Theme 3: Identification of Politically Related Subjects by Vietnamese Americans

Theme 2 relates directly to the presence of shared beliefs in an ethnic cluster/social community while Theme
3, as described in Table 2, relates to how Vietnamese Americans perceive politically related subjects such as wedge
issues and political parties. A wedge issue is a term used to refer to divisive social or political issues. The phenomenon
identified in this research project was that Vietnamese Americans are more likely to vote Republican than any other
Asian ethnic group. With this understanding, it is reasonable to conclude that Vietnamese Americans hold conserva-
tive views on many political issues.

Of the six interviews, all six participants voted Republican, four of the six were registered Republicans while
the other two were registered as Independent. Five out of the six participants were able to explicitly express their
support towards conservative policies and were able to differentiate the two political parties to some degree while one
participant was not able to. Participant 2 from Table 2 was unable to identify the differences between the two major
U.S. Political Parties but could identify the candidates from each party. Additionally, she did state that she favored
the Republican party solely because it is the party of Donald Trump. Participant 2 was also part of the group of two
participants who were registered as Independent.

Three out of the six participants which represent half of the sampling population described the Democratic

party as more socially oriented, than the Republican party by explaining that Democrats are more concerned with
(maintaining) illegal immigration, increasing taxes, and expanding social programs like Welfare and EBT.
Five out of the six participants perceived the Democratic party negatively, one participant remained neutral, however,
all six participants perceived the Republican party positively. Some of these positive sentiments included: caring for
the country and wellbeing of American citizens (America First), honesty, understanding for small business owners,
encouraging hard work, and a strong global presence towards foreign powers (North Korea and China).

The way Vietnamese American Immigrants perceive politics in the United States can be boiled down to a
two-fold relationship that incorporates ethnic media and living in an ethnic cluster/social community. Prolonged ex-
posure to similar cultural beliefs will reinforce these ideas causing one to seek information that will only uphold these
pre-existing beliefs. Such is the case with the participants and other Vietnamese American Immigrants. Living in these
social communities with a lack of close interaction with outsiders will only strengthen these ideas and seeking infor-
mation online that aligns with these ideas will just further the cycle.

Implications

The importance of my research stems from the growth of the Asian American and Pacific Islander population. This
demographic is consistently found to be the fastest-growing group in the United States (Nakanishi 2001, AAPI Data
and APIA Vote 2018, Yam 2020). A drastic increase in these voter populations can lead to changes in voting and
election dynamics. These changes can be attributed to consistent population growth, increased voter registration, and
turnout. Accompanying these dynamic changes is the increased impact of the Asian American vote. Many Vietnamese
Immigrants gain the right to vote every year and having reliable data and knowledge of this group is crucial to electoral
predictions and campaigning strategies. These Vietnamese American communities are concentrated in battleground
states where their vote could have a significant impact depending on close margins (Vu 2020, Huang 2017, Satzewich
2020, Kandil 2018). With the new understanding from my research, a necessary way to increase Vietnamese American
support would be to increase political outreach online through ethnic media in future elections.
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Conclusion

The aim of my research project was to explore the role of ethnic media in Vietnamese American Immigrant voting
patterns and to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the relationship between the two. I aimed to explore the
phenomenon of Vietnamese Americans being more likely to vote Republican than any other Asian ethnic group and
if the presence of ethnic media had any significant influence on this demographic. I intentionally narrowed the scope
of my research by only interviewing Vietnamese American immigrants which specifically excludes American-born
citizens of Vietnamese descent. This distinction was made to explore how the role of foreign-based media or secondary
news sources impact the communities that they serve. After conducting semi-structured interviews with six different
Vietnamese American immigrants, followed by thematic analysis paired with an interpretivist research paradigm, the
conclusions to my research are extensive.

The relationship between ethnic media and voting patterns had not been fully explored prior, however, the
relationship between cultural beliefs and voting patterns has been previously established and supported. My research
findings further support the identification of immigrants voting based on homeland interests or “Diaspora politics”
(Satzewich 2020).

Furthermore, the findings of my research establish a new understanding of the role of ethnic media and how
it works to influence the Vietnamese American immigrant population. The responses that were given by participants
suggested that the role of ethnic media is not a stand-alone factor but instead works in tandem with pre-existing cultural
beliefs to influence people to vote a certain way. Ethnic media is used as a tool for Vietnamese American Immigrants
to remain informed on current events but also to consume content that is palatable to them. Vietnamese American
Immigrants just like many other populations are politically socialized by many institutions such as the media, family,
peers, cultural upbringing, education, etc.

The way Vietnamese American Immigrants regard politics in the United States can be reduced to a two-
fold relationship that incorporates ethnic media and living in an ethnic cluster/social community. Vietnamese Ameri-
can Immigrants sought out ethnic media that would specifically cater to their pre-existing beliefs, solidifying their
political views, and ultimately leading them to vote a certain way.

Limitations

During my research process, I utilized thematic analysis paired with an interpretivist research paradigm to interpret
the findings of my phenomenological and case study research, so I must address any limitations I encountered during
my research.

The definitive interview questions were created in hopes of gauging a better understanding of the role of
ethnic media. I recruited Vietnamese American Immigrants to conduct my research. Due to the nature of my interview
questions, the time constraint of an hour, and the existing language barrier, the conditions of the interview might have
not been sufficient to prompt a well-articulated response from the interviewees. All the participants finished their
interviews well under the time limit. This suggests that their level of understanding and their ability to form a fully
developed and nuanced response was due to things outside of my control, such as their fluency of English or my
fluency of Vietnamese.

The data collected from the interviews were sufficient to draw substantial conclusions and to answer my
research question despite the scope of the data collection. I employed a purposive sampling strategy to recruit partic-
ipants for my research. Despite the small sampling population, I was able to collect substantial data from the six
participants. Nonetheless, a larger sampling population would ensure a greater representation of the target population
within the results.
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Future Directions

Firstly, my research question was focused solely on the impact of ethnic media on Vietnamese American Immigrants
and their political beliefs/voting patterns, but my findings and analysis suggested that cultural connections played a
more significant role than I previously had thought. My research project was focused on a small population of immi-
grants from a rural region of the state of Maryland.

Future researchers aiming to further explore the role of ethnic media in Vietnamese American Immigrant
populations should seek to continue this research in different Vietnamese communities of the United States. The re-
search method I have developed allows for easy replication meaning that this research can be easily continued with
other groups of Vietnamese American Immigrants. If necessary for the field of political science, this research method
can be easily tweaked to examine the role of ethnic media in other ethnic groups across the United States or the globe.
To gain a more complete scope of understanding, it is advisable that future researchers should investigate the actual
content of the ethnic media sources that are being consumed by this community. Additionally, this research method
should be replicated in other ethnic group communities of the United States to identify if the relationship between
ethnic media and immigrants is common or if it is circumstantial to just this group of participants.

The age of my participants ranged from 30 to 54, typically in the political science discipline, these age de-
mographics are further broken down into subsections that can be further examined for trends and relationships for
voting patterns. If desirable, future researchers should replicate my research method to recruit different participants
within distinct age demographics to denote different trends and relationships relating to age, ethnic media, and voting
patterns.
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Appendix

Appendix 1. Semi-Structured Qualitative Interview Questions in Vietnamese

1. Ban bao nhiéu tudi?

2. Ban c6 phai 1a cong dan Hoa Ky nhap tich khong?

3. Ban d4 cuv tri & Hoa Ky bao 1au?

4. Ban r&i Viét Nam & d6 tudi nio?

5. Ban séng & Maryland? Néu vay, quan nao?

6. M0 ta cach str dung phuong tién truyén thong din téc cla ban. Ban s dung n6 c6 thuong xuyén khong? Ban
thich phwong tién truyén thong xa hdi hodc cac clra hang tin tdre thich hop?

7. Ban chu yéu 13y tin t&rc hodc thong tin chinh trj cla minh t&r dau?

8. Ban di bd phiéu cho ai trong Cuéc bau clr Téng théng nim 2020? Ban da bo phiéu nhu thé nao trong céc
cudc bau clr tdng théng trwdc ddy, vui 1ong mo ta tat ca cac trwdng hop ban da bo phiéu trude d6?

9. Nhitng van dé chinh trj ndo ban thdy quan tAm nh&t / quan trong nhat déi véi ban?

10. Mo ta céch ban da phat trién ban sdc chinh trj / lién k&t cia minh. Diéu gi di anh huwéng dén ban nhiéu nhat
trong chu ky bau ctr ndm 2020 nay?

11. Ban da ding ky bd phiéu cho dang chinh trj ndo? Mo t& hiéu biét clia ban vé hai Dang chinh trj 16n clia Hoa
Ky (bang Dan chd va Bang Cong hoa).
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